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Juvenile detention 
camp lets areprieve 
By·Anne Krue,er 
STAFF WRITER 

The county Probation Depart
ment has abandoned plans to 
shutdown a center for delinquent 
boys in Campo, with officials say
ing a second look at the finances 
shQwed the move was too costly. 

Chief Probation Officer Mack 
Jenkins said he decided it didn't 
make financial sense to close the 
East County camp next mon~ 
and move the boys to another 
probation camp at Barrett Lake. 
Up to 168 boys housed at Camp 
Barrett were then to be moved to 
a former medium-security jail at 
Descanso. 

Jenkins said seven new show
ers would need to be built at the 
Descanso facility to meet the re
quirements of the state Correc
tions Standards Authority, which 
oversees juvenile detention fa· 
cilities. The cost of building the 
showers' turned out to be more 
than expected, and the Probation 
Department learned it would be 
getting $5.7 million less from the 
state than it anticipated. 

1lte move became cost-pro
hibitive," Jenkins said. Afinancial 
breakdown wasn't immediately 
available from the Probation De- . 
partment 

When the plan was announced, 
Jenkins said closing the Campo 
facility would save the county 
about $7.9 million over five 
years in maintenance costs, and 
$300,000 annually in opeQlting 
costs. He said the ProbatiobDe
partmentwillbe looking for ways· 
to save on maintenance costs at 
the Campo facility, housed in 
buildings originally constructed 
for a World War II Army base. 

The Sheriff's Department 
closed the 44O-bed Descanso jail 
in May. Sheriffs officials· said it 
was too expensive to operate be
cause it relied on a septic system 
and has higher transportation 
costs for the 30-mile trip from 
Descanso to courts in San Di
ego. 

The Campo facility is made up 
of two camps, Rancho del Rayo 
and Rancho Del Campo, wlllch 
offer programs for drug and al
cohol abuse and to address be

-havioral issues. Most boys at the 
camp are 16 or younger, while 
boys at Camp Barrett are gener
ally 16 or 17 years old. Youths are 
committed to the camps for up to 
a year. 
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